
 

 
 

City of Huntington Woods 
Senior Advisory Committee 

Thursday, September 24, 2020 
Minutes 

 

1. Call to order:  Remote meeting called to order at 3:31 p.m. 
 

Present:  Chris Smith,  Jim Speir, Kay Brady, Greg Gmerek, Melissa Gadd, Recreation 
Director Mary Gustafson, City Manager Amy Sullivan 
 
Absent:  Lenny Newman 

 
2. Approval of agenda: Moved by Kay to approve the agenda as presented.  Seconded by 

Greg.  Approved unanimously. 
 
3. Approval of minutes of the August 20, 2020 meeting:  Moved by Melissa and seconded 

by Greg to approve the minutes as submitted.  Approved unanimously. 
 

4. Public participation:  Sue Tanner said she submitted a Citizen Interest Form for the 
Committee vacancy but has not been contacted about it yet.  Amy said that the Mayor is 
postponing the usual interviews for vacancies while meetings are held remotely.  She 
will remind the Mayor about the ongoing vacancies.  Gail Linden would like to see the 
holiday lunch event promoted more. 

 
5. Oakland County Senior Advisory Council:  Shenise submitted an update via email which 

Amy read.  
 

6. Items of Business 
 

A. Senior contact outreach initiative:  Sue Tanner felt that this was an important 
initiative during COVID with the winter approaching.  Jim explained that the agenda 
item referred to a flyer that the Committee wanted to pass out to seniors but it was 
temporarily tabled because some of the services in the flyer are not being provided.  
Jim also said the Jen Furlong is doing person to person outreach. Mary said that a 
new 60+ Crowd newsletter is going in the mail to every resident next week and it has 
lots of  information on services and resources for seniors.  Chris said that his 
subcommittee is looking at ways to identify the needs of seniors so they can be 
matched up with the appropriate resources. 

 



B. Recreation Center railing:  Amy called the contractor for an ETA on the installation 
but did not receive one before today’s meeting. 
 

C. UM project reports:    

 Transportation and mobility – Kay, Jim, Greg 
Subcommittee members provided updates on the recommendations they were 
studying.  Streetlights –the City Commission is considering  a 4000K and 3000K light 
fixture and are arranging a demonstration of both before the conversion will begin.  
Sidewalk network gap – Kay found that the Recreation Center is accessible from the 
west side of the City via a gate at Burton Field.  After review, the subcommittee has 
no recommendations for new sidewalks.  Sidewalk snow removal – Claire provided 
a good overview of the snow removal process by the City.  There are 3 sections of 
the City that are rotated so all sections are treated equally with respect to when 
they are cleared.  Transportation – the subcommittee recommended a dedicated 
page on the website for transportation options.  Jim will meet with Mary and Jen to 
discuss service hours and shuttle service.   
 

 Social and community services – Melissa, Chris, Lenny 
The subcommittee met with Mary who reviewed the programs and services the City 
currently provides.  It is very comprehensive so communicating that to residents is 
important and also a challenge.  Chris is looking into an assessment tool for seniors 
to identify needs and then determine how to get information to those seniors 
about the resources the City has to help.  Melissa echoed his comments.  Chris said 
the subcommittee also recommends a dedicated phone line for seniors. 

 
7. Project updates 

 
A. Senior/student interactions upcoming programs.  Sue Tanner encouraged the 

Committee to continue with the leaf raking program.  Jim will reach out to Lenny for 
an update.  Sue Tanner suggested the Teen Council might be able to provide the 
service.  Mary will check with Tracy but said the number of teens is small so they 
may not be capable of doing the program on their own. 
 

B. HARP and concierge program:  Calls for service inside the home are being referred to 
resident Derick Volkers who is an experienced and reasonably priced handyman.  A 
few concierge requests have come in for snow removal but no good resources have 
been identified yet. 
 

8. Recreation Department and Library Programming Update:  Jen is on vacation so Mary 
provided the update. Jen continues to make her daily reassurance calls.  Marjorie Cohen 
has volunteered to help with the reassurance calls and visits.  So far 90 residents have 
signed up for the Flu Shot Clinic so a second clinic has been scheduled.  The Recreation 
Department received 36 requests for a hard copy of the online Hometown Herald.  The 
feedback from residents is they like to keep a hard copy easily accessible because of all 
the content.  Joanne Johnson had another commitment so there was no library update. 

 



9. Other business:  None 
 

10. Next meeting:  The next meeting is October 15th. 
 

11. Meeting adjourned at 4:44 p.m. 
 

 


